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TO THE : 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir John Moore 


LORD MAYOR 


OF THE 
CITY of LONDOR:. 


MY LORD, 


OUR Lordfhip's Deportment , during the 
whole time of Your Adminiſtration, has ſo 
fully illuſtrated my Argument, that the affixing Your 
Name to the Diſcourſe is no more that the jonning a 
moſt eminent Example to the Apoſtles Rule ; and I 
am apt to think that a juſt CharaFter 'of Your Lord- 
ſhip (durſt T have attempted the forming it with any 
hopes of coming up to it) would have afforded a far 
clearer Deſcription of the Virtue enjoined in my Text, 
than the beſt Notion and Idea of it which T have been 
able to conceive and deſcribe. That Steadmeſs of 
A 2 Temper, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Temper, which is ſo _ in low Leordſpip, 
ſeems to argue lou to have been made on purpoſe 
for ſuch a Stormy ear, as this has been, im which 
You have {ate at the Helm ; and the Moderation 
which Toit bave with fo” good effe# exerciſed in a 


moſt difficult ical unthure, amidſt the 
Ld Wb Ih Trae} 5 Darn 
and Intemperate Fattion, has not "only. gain'd ou 
the Flearty Afjetiin and. Eſteem all Wiſe, and 
Good Men 4t preftut, but a vaſt of | Hdanour 


and Renown reſery'd. for Hiſtory , which remuteſt 
Poſterity will not be able to exhauſt. That Al- 
mighty God would plentifally reward Your Lordſhip, 
and grant that Your Succeſſors may be equally ſuc- 
.ceſFul m their Endeavourss for the Peace and Wel- 


fare of this (ity, is the Prayer of, 
MY LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Humble and 
Obedient Servanc, 


FOHN EVANS. 
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PHILIP. iv. Part'of Ver's:; 
Let your moderation be. known unto 
all men. 


HE method which Saint Paul fi- 
ſually obſerved in his Epiſtles was 
| this, Firft, To confides wharc diſ- 


orders and abuſes were raiſed and 
crept in among them after his. departure, what 
Points controverted , what Truths obſcure, 
what erroneous and corrupt Dottrines taught 
contrary to the purity of Chriſtian Religion, 
and were likely to find entertainment amo 
them : * and when he had diſpatched thels 
Heads, and endeavoured to clear and ſettle 
theſe Points, and reRtifhe what was amils in 
their Faith and Diſcipline; he then in the 


Concluſion of his Epiſtles, heaps together a fre an _fe- 


= many pious and prudent Rules. (which © 


ave no manner of coherence with, or depen- end. 


dance upon each other, for their ſenſe) for the | 
condudt of their lives and the regulation oftheir | 
manners. That they might be holy and un- 

B blameable 


[2] 
blameable in their Converſations, as well as 
ſound in the Faith ; That they who were Ene- 
mies te the Goſpel, and Spies upon their a&i- 
ons, might have no juſt exception againſt ei- 
ther, = blame er hr he lake of 
its Profeffors: And 'of theſe kind of Rules I 
conceive my Text to be one, which I ſhall 
conſider by it (elf, as borrowing no light from, 
nar any way related to, the foregoing or fol- 
lowing Verles. The Duty here enjoined is of 
great uſefulneſs and neceſlity ar all times, bur 
more eſpecially ſo in times of trouble and per- 
ſecution, ſuch as thoſe were wherein the A- 
poltle lived ; and in times of diſorder and diſ- 
cord, ſuch as ours are at preſent ; wherein men 
of ſeveral Parties and latereſts, upon various 
Cauſes, both Civil and Religious, are extreme- 
ly divided fram, and their Spirits whetted a- 
gainſt one another. For by means of this 
Vertue of Moderation a man will certainly pre- 
vent 2 great deal of miſchief and trouble, 
which a giddy, raſh , extravagant zeal, a 
herce, and eager temper, will infallibly 
bring upon him, and in times of greateſt pe- 
ril reprieve himſelf longer from ruine, than o- 
therwiſe it were poſfible for him to do,if a con- 
trary temper influenced his manners. So that 
a man. 


[3] 
a man endued with Moderation, if he do ſuffer, 
it will be purely for righteouſneſs ſake, for that 
of Chriſt, and the Goſpel, and notchrowgh a- 
ny fault or folly of his own: .He:;will at once 
preſerve himſelf and propagate Religion, win 
men oyer ta it by this excellent cemper of 
mind. - Thanks be-to-God, notwithſtanding 
the Hue and Cry that is railed againſt the Go- 
vernment for Perſecution, we are far enough 
from it at preſent; we live under a moſt gra- 
cious and gentle» Prince, thax can.never do, us 
harm, unleſsit be by being cruel to himſelf; 
and therefore Moderation cannot be inforced 
by Reaſons drawn from that Head, but there 
are a great many other Reaſons,too. many God 
knows, which render a Diſcourle of this Sub- 
ject very ſeaſonable, and prels the praQtice of 
this Grace upon you in the full extent of it, 
according as it is here delivered by.cthe Apo- 
ſtle: - "70E: 
Let your moderation be known unto.all 
In handling of which words, I{hall dO theſe 
three things : -: | 10G: 
[. Endexvour to give the--proper and true 
Notion of Moderation. 
MH. Shew the Extent of ic, with reſpe& to 
the Degree, Obje&ts and Occaſions of it. 
B 2 Il. To 


T3 &hrtixks v- 
Key. 


Ti; hx» 


IF+ 


Eat yots 


[4] 


"ML. To ſhew the neceſlity of it as our Cafe 
 " and Circtmſtances ſtand ; and | 

—_ mike fome Ap lication of the whole. 
iff with'the To ſtate the true 
Nollie Moderation; And here. it will be 
requiſite ro examine the import and ſignificati- 
on of the' word -by which this Vertue. is ex- 
prelFd. Now that which we render Modera- 
tion, is expreſs d by 'a word which admits of 
ſeveral ſignifications in the New Teſtamenc, 
according to the diverſity of matter abour 
which' ic is converſant. With reſpe& to-injus 
ries and provocations, it's ſtyled gentleneſs or 
mecknefs ; which is a Vertue that teaches ns to 
moderate'bur ariger and'revenge, and preſerves 

our minds'from too ſoon, or. too much, 
or too long ruffled and diſcompoſed upon any 

occaſions of offence. Thus ic is taken 1 Pet. 
2.18. Ser wmts be ſubjeft to your Maſters with all 
Gu not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the 
froward:"1 Tim. 3. 3. and Tit. 3.2. it's joined 
with 'z' word: which we render no Brawlers, 
bur ſignifies nor given to ſtrife, not elſom; 


peaceable; and in theſe places eſpecially that of 
St. Peter where it is oppoſed ro frowardnels, the 
Subject” marcer nw it to. > ſignific Meck- 

vel: 29 


Some- 


[5] 


Sometimes it ſignifies clemency, courteſie; 
patience, goodneſs ; which denotes a forward- 
nels. or readineſs of mind to do kind Offices 
ro others. As 24. 4. Tertullus the: Orator 
thus beſpeaks Felix, 1 pray thee that thou wouldſ? 
hear us of thy clemency a few- words. Sometimes 13 «3 24 
it ſignifies Equity ; which is a Vertue that in-*** 
clines us to-recede from our own ſtrict Right, 
not to-take or make uſe of all advantages thar 
in {tri Juſtice we may, not to be- rigorous 
and extreme in our proſecutions at Law, byt 
ro take the moſt. amicable way inthe accom- 
modating of differences , ſupplying that by: 
right realon which is not provided for in the 
words of the Written-Law, in ſuch Caſes as 
the Law-giver (could he have foreſeen) would: 
have provided for. In- this ſenſe it's taken 2 
Cor. 10. 1. James 3. 17: and here in:my Text; 
though not in ſo bg aſence, but more large- 
ly: ' for Moderation doth not only reſpect 
Law-Suits, but all Differences and Controyer- 
fies, of what kind ſoever, that happen to. a- 


riſe. , Thele are the ſeveral-acceprations of the, 


x >, wilerr 
ſonifies mildneſs, modeſty, moderation, that & + Sudas, 
JF WL Fin(tis- Tya- 
which 1s. fit, decent, due, agreeable. The »w, «viz, 


[5] 
Philoſopher in his yo on deſcribes a mo- 
—_ derate man, Who doth not purſue a- 
by Mon dd. vel nother at Law with exquiſitneſs and 
edt Sock er. ſerictneſs, but. remits ſomewhat , and 
Ariſtot. Ethic. lib. 5- exrenuates the fact, although be have 
the Law of his fide, which would bear 
him out if he did uſe rigour. And in ano- 
ther place of the ſame Book he faith, Equity 
conlitts in. correting the Law in ſuch Cir- 
curnſtances as the Lawe-giver himſelf would 
have provided for, if he had known them ; de- 
termining as he himſelf would have determi- 
ned in the like Caſe if it had come before him. 
And from theſe various ſignifications of the 
ward, ſome have been enclined to think that 
*1 2 airde &s Zow's It _ not denote any one ſingle Ver- 
youeberus "he n=113 & tue, but a great many together, and 
Spe enokt lid. 5- is of a like 6m with Tulf's Decorum, 
© 14. which in other * places he calls by the 
* Lib. 1.de names of Modeſty and Temperance. Which 
Oc: - is notthisor that particular Vertue, but ſome- 
_— thing that doth qualifie and circumſtantiate all 
— hoc Other Vertues, as to the habit and operations 
| nt of them ; it's an affeftion of Vertue ic ſelf in 
Pn pant general, and accompanies and graces every one 
. nuſtas & tudo Corporis ſecerni non poteſt a valetudine 7 uy (de quo 


logumur ) um, totwn quidem illud off cum Virtme on f um, ſed mente 
& coguretione diſtingwirur. in 


C7 | 
in particular. So that Moderation may be 
thus deſcribed in the general : Snch a gracious 
habir of mind as will teach and incline ns ro ob- 
ſerve a due mean and temper in our outward 
a&ions and converſe with others, ſo as to give 
no juſt occaſion of offence. Burt to avoid 
ackiles, | will here give you the particular 
ſenſe in which I rake it, and to which I ſhall a- 
dapt the following Diſcourſe. 

By Moderation, I mean a Vertue which en- 
clines and enables us to manage and decide all 
matters of Conteſt and Controverſie, whether 
Civil or Religious, that are or may ariſe a- 

us, with a calm, cool, gentle temper ; 
and ro-make uſe of the moſt amicable way of 
compoſing them. So that, both during ſich 
differences, and after they are ended, mutual 
love and good will may be preſerved and kepr 
on foot, and the pleafure of converſation main- 
rained, notwithſtanding the variery of opini- 
ons and intereſts that are inthe World. 

Or if you pleaſe, more briefly thns : 

Moderation is a Vestnve which'teaches and: 
inables a man upon all occaſions of Conteſt 
and Controverlte with others, to maintain and 
affert his Principles and Opmions, whoſe 
truch he is perfwaded of, with temper. 


This 


[8] 
This I take to be the proper Notion of this 
excellent Grace, which | would willingly-bring 
into fayour and faſhion, and evgage all that 
hear me to clothe and adorn themſelves with. 
There was never more need, never greater Oc- 
caſion for the exerciſe of ,Moderation , than 
now in our Age. It's much in the common 
talk, and in the wiſhes of all forts of men, all 
ſeem to delire and court it; and yet I believe 
it was - never leſs underſtood, leſs practiſed, 
throughout all preceding Generations. | 
| ſhall not therefore ſatisfie my ſelf with this 
ſhort, though plain deſcription that I have 
made of it ; but endeavour more particularly to 
diſplay its nature and lovelinels, by ſhewing 
in ſeveral Inſtances how this Vertue doth ex- 
ert it {elf on ſeveral occaſions. And becauſe 
Examples teach better than/naked Precepts, I 
will deſcribe the nature and ſeveral properties 
of it under the CharaQter of a Moderate 
Man. 

And here I ſhall not give an Account in 
what meaſures and degrees this Grace ought to 
be exerciſed by Magiſtrates , and Men inveſt- 
ed with publick authority, what proofs our 
Governours in Church and State ought to give 
of their Moderation in the-enaCting and impo* 


ſing 


9) 
ſing Laws, and inthe interpretation eriewecu- 
tion of them ;- but confine my fle:u0 
men of a private capacity, and 
ht ro manifeſt this Vertue in theit conve 
Jo concernmienes one with another. I 
will erideavour” to- nu evidenr-bythels;fob 
lowing Inftances' : / O06 RRQ 
1. Moregenerally, in all Matters of Debate 
and Controverſie, a moderate Man is candidin 
his Thoughts. concerning/jother m—_ of 
a&tions; being apr -to- take every thing by 
right Handle, and makethe beſt conſtruRion of 
things, and interpret them- in the beſt ſence, 
whenthere' is no evidene reaſon to: the contra- 
ry; He 'is'not prone to catp at; 'to find-faule 
with, to cenſure and entertain ſiniſter ſuſpici- 
ons of thoſe men, from whom he argpon 
any account. 
Bi ur pref ns 
as from al . ing, 
ſo Fromm arrogance and Magitterialaeks, a 
whatſoever favours of inſult or contempt. 
new Carriage and Behaviour, he is courteous, 
ny > pres and traQtable ; in opolition co fawn- 
creeping on the one fide, and 'a' mo- 


mY a, churliſh- deportmiens on the-0- 


C He 


« 107] 
-ubbleiotalile, :$44ie io be (poke untg,, wich 
ourihadeatrions. 07, danger at; beiag,reviled.or 
S0VbQar A am 4 !: 
ods Dituringth hers ongernin ning any 
diflgitnce,, he,:always makes due- allowances 


ipinyANeropciing Sram. <d11Ga6ge- 9 COM 
plexion, affords jult liberty, fijggyrge ap Face 


and; dechre che buſineb in, withour WW 
ig bnpacience; , untimely. incerpoſal, unciyil 
hs end eighth dae, leone! and atie 
high edeliges ig. receive him 
Gloifud)r "4 9039. ti; © iD 
285: Ag/Equa).; and:iModeracs; Man, more 
panticulatlyc in; Jugjciel,Cauſes 2nd Proper 
3g be Law: yFa5rics the; Chancery: in, his 
Bye is' faix and reaſonable in his demands, 
allen bs Adyerſaiy all he. can, to 
recede from what he might in Krictne fg of 
kavws:. Gaenge 26 bis, Nye, t&mpering,: } 
with: Mercy, when/the circumſtances of, che 
Caſe -When: Reaſon and. Charity, require ic; 
aladiy;:jn} all faix. and equizable 
Dewniaieg 06; his 'Cyſe, by Magiltzates, 
withour any facher A wk; trying, itin all 
.Courts,, bringhig#o RoPUrey 39 ice our 
-and fyorcy his hits ©, 9 
In minute and trifling matters that ies 
conſiderable 


[7] 
conſiderable datnage to his Reputatioo,, Body 


or Goods, he forbears to right. bim(elf; cheugh 
he may, and: meekly fits down by, :yhe-Jok aw 


order to a greater benchit, that: is,' for-the: Gke 
of Peace and Charity , which areigenerally 
(through mens own tolly) loſt in We/tminſters 
Hall. --And the 'reafon. ths men-are ſeldorn 
Friends one with another; thoughughs Caulg 
that firſt made them Enemies is decided by 
Law, is for want of this Venue: of Mode: 


ration ; becauſe"rhe” Suit thath þeen-mariaged 
with too much heat and fiercenels-on:both 


ſides, carried on with anger and bitterneſs, 
murual reproaches- and- 'refteftions,: kept a- 
live longer than in Juſfice and.» Reglon!ic 
ought, by ſpiteful delays, malicious! arts:and 
tricks; which afterwatds are NEYET forgarivn or 
forgiven. 


-' 2i Ahother Property of chilGiterod Mo; 
deration is '\this ! In matters relating to Reli- 
gion and Debates about thetruth and falſhood 
of ſeveral Opinions, it teaches to. be.con- 


cerned for fuch things more or lets ity 
on to their nature andiworth:\ - The Moderate For #p4s 


- 
man obſerves what's fit and :decorous0n- all comelines, 


occaſions, and conſequently eiteems'it as-inde- giver, as | 
cent and ridiculous tobe greatly concertieda- _— 
C 2 bout Heſych. 


(2] 
bout rrifies;"as ro be remiſs and unconcerned 
off weighty occaſions.) Indeed, when the Ho- 
tour” of'God! or: the: King, - when. Religion 
and che welfare of his-Country lye at ſtake, he 
then thinks it a moſt worthy and weighty oc- 
cafion of employing his zeal and activity in 
their fervice; of delending them with courage 
and reſolurion; with his life and fortunes; Bur 
evenin ſuch Cauſes of the greateſt importance, 
his Moderation is the Ballaſt of his mind, 
which"preferves him from being overſet with 
violent-guſts'or craniports of paſſion, and re- 
ſtrains him from being bitter and cruel cowards 
His enemies. © He never breaks the Second Ta- 
bloto preſerve the Firſt, nor makes uſe of any 
ways to:ſecure Chriſtian Religion; thac are con- 
tradi 15 or deftruive of its Principles. 


His zeal for Religion is regulated by it, it's e- 

ver acoapuat] and apo with the fruits 

Gal. 5.22. of 48þt 'Bpora; "love, *joy, peace; log-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſs', - goodneſs , fidelity ; '-temperance ; 'not (as 

of /many/Zealots and: Reformers-now a- 

Gal. 5. 19, day$9*with-the works of the Fleſh, adultery, for- 
* nication, unclednneſs, oſcinauſneſs, hatred, vari- 
ance, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envings, 
murders, drunkenneſs, and ſuch like ; concerning 
which St. Paul 1s very poſitive in his Sen- 
| tence, 


013] 
tence, that they which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. 

ln matters of a doubtful nature, 'He keeps 
borh his eyes and ears open, ready always to be 
inſtructed , and receive information, ro alcer 
his mind and relinquiſh his opinion, - when 
better reaſons than he knows, or relyes on art 
preſent, are offered to him ; He is of a docile, 
duCtile temper, not politive and —_— in 
ſuch things. 

In things that lye out of this reach, where | 
he is incapacitated to judge for himſelf, he al- 
ways yields up himſelf ro-che Condudt of his 
Governours in Chureh and State, who by their 
Office, abilities and experience, -may modeſt- 
ly and fairly be {ſuppoſed to be qualified for 
the unſtanding and determining ſuch Poincs 
better than he. 

4- A moderate man with reſpe&to ingipbes, 
affronts and proyocations, thus demeans 
ſelf : He is nec of a touchy, waſpiſh Sole, 
exaſperated upon every trivial occaſion ; He 
winks at, and paſſes by a'great many faults 
that are the effeCts- of wiltulneſs, and bears 
with, and pities a great many chat proceed 
from weakneſs or ignorance-: according to 
that excellent Rule of the Apoſtle , We that Rom. 15.1. 


are 2, 3» 


[14] 
are ' ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves ; but our 
Neighbour, for bis good : for even Chriſt pleaſed not 
himſelf. A moderate man is not eaſily provo- 
ked ; and when he is, he is ealily appealed, 
apt to be reconciled, ready to forgive, glad 
of all rtunities to compound the Nile 
rence, eſpecially when he that offered the in- 
jury ſues for pardon, and diſcovers fair ſigns of 
repentance: according to the Rule of- our 


Luke 17. 3, Blefſed Saviour in this Caſe, If thy Brother treſ- 


paſs againſt thee, rebuke him ; and if be repent, for- 
give bim : And if he treſpaſs againſt thee ſeen times 
m a day, and ſeven times in a day turn again to thee; 
faying, I repent ; thou ſhalt forgive bim. © And thar 
of St. Paul, back'd with a powerful Motive, 


Col. 3. 13. Forbearing one” another, and forgiving one another, 


if any man hath a quarrel againſt any *- even as Chrift 
forgave you, ſo alſo do ye: "In ſhort, for-bad 
language-he returns good, for evil received he 
Joth good, he never ſuffers the greateſt enem 
he hath"ro deſtroy benevolence and good will, 
ro outhin and 'outlive his pity gyd compaſſion 3 
bur always affords him 'a* ſhare both in his 
Prayers and Eſtate, when his wants and neceſ- 
ſities call for relief from his hands. When he 
inflicts puniſhment, it's 'with gentleneſs, ra- 
ther 


rquity.") be TT O30 0 * 


[45 ] 
thes ſHart.,ahan exceeding. the . merits.of -4lie 
Maul ;vitsi with) reluapcy and ai fares wilh 
it: bad deeg:/otherwile, nog delighting/in,rgot 
{ much aiming ar the (marc and puriſhmene, 
235. the amendment of an,,offending Brother : 
accordifg to.che Parrern and Examplegf..our 

ly Father, who is kind to the yathankfud, Luke 6. 35. 
and the'evil ; whio is ready to pardon, gracious .and Nehem. g. 
werciful,» flow ta anger, and of great kindneſs ;; who &7;.. 6. 
1612004 ,, ready\ to» forgive:,; who |qudgeth in e- the Sept. PC. 

11 © 'F. W-—> 1 

 - 'Fhis.19;the-nature, theſe the amiable pro- — 
perties and:gaodly fruits of Moderation. @ Fig. 
HI proctedzo:the ſecond Head,. to confi- 


.der the;-Extent iof. this -Verriie:,- about what 


ObjeQs;' in what Degrees, and upon: what 


-Occaſions, this Vertue-is converſant} and ex- 


erts and diſplays it ſelf; This: will cake: up 
but:a little came. - Let your moderation | be known 
#to all men, 1 think imports thus much : That 
all Chriſtians, ;at all times, and.uponall occaſi- 
ons of difference and conteſt; any to mani- 
feſt and give clear 'and palpable tokens of their 
Moderation to all ſorts and-conditions of-men. 
We ate not only obliged to put on:this temper, 
and manifeſt it to our Relationsg»Friends; :Ac- 
quaiatance, "Neighbours, ro men.of the lame 
IT. Country, 


Country, Religion, Party or 


As Evafos 


to es upon the 
place. 
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Perfywaſton, con- 
cemed in the ſame Caule, link'd with-us by the 
{ame intereſts ; bur-ro 2 chax differ from us, 
as they happen to fall wichin the: compaſs of 
our converſe, - whether they be Foreigners, 
Strangers, Enemies, of a different Religion 
and Se&t,. by whatſoever odious ' Tiles and 
Nick-names —_ ſtand mark'd and poſted up 
to the World at preſent, whether Jews, Hea- | 
thens, - Gnoſticks, the greateſt Enemies of -the 
Croſs of Chriſt as they ſtood diſtinguiſh. in 
the Apoſtles days, wich whom the Priraitive 
Chriſtians were chiefly concerned ; that ſo by 
this means, by this: oodneſs of temper, 

they may be allured and invited to enter into 
the Society of Chriſtians. By this ſweetneſs of 
Toit ah you will break the force of your E- 
nemies, and win them over to your fide. The- 
ophylaft ſuppoſes that Sr. Paul in this Exhortati- 
on here in my Text had reſpe& to thoſe whom 
in.ver. 18. of the former Chapter he had ac- 
cuſed as enemies to the Croſs. of Chriſt : Ne- 
vertheleſs, though he had declared them ſuch, 
he adviſes that they ſhould not be outragious 
againſt them, bur to treat ther with all civili- 
ry and genclenck. 
The ſumm of all this matrer is this, We 
muſt 


[17 
muſt make all orts'of men ſenſible of our mo-- 
deration, and givethem an experiment of it on 
all oceafions. Io much in ſhort tor the extent 
of this Vertue. a 
- HI. "The third and aft chi to bexoul ro: 
ed is this; The reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of 
it, and the grounds of * our obligation: to 
it. And truly there 'are' a great many very 
weighty and conſiderable-ones, which the-time 
will not permit: me to'infft'on. Tcould urge 
the pradtice of this Gtace'by the example of 
God © our heavenly Father:, and that of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, in whoro this Grace was ſo re- 
markable; by Argu jenes dfzwn from Reaſon, 
- the nature and necefiity of thihgs;:the Glory of 
God, the credit of the Religion we profeſs, 
the peace and kippltch of the publick as well 
as every private ' BitT'will at this time 
only make viſe © two 6r three Arguments 
drawn from thepreſent fad poſture and conditi- 
of! of Affairs amohg us; w which call loudly thp- 
onus'allto ound in the practice of this” Ver- 
tue one towards another. © And methinks no- 
thing ſhould more powerfilly work upon us, 
nothing ſhould more endear Moderation to us, 
and procure it a greater "ſhare of (Our  heares 
and affetions, than ſuch a'conſi as” 1 
D this, 


i excellent rempvr,. d.. It ACco1 
ws. the full extent of it. Moderation. well 


—_— Mev 4  oyr1ll rimes and 


r. of /Unj- 
od: igt, C——_ the. King om, 


and the waat Warp ic will.in all probability cuine 
bock :Gerh and Sad uch as mens ſpirits 
aze ſowted apainlt ,: there is yet ſo 


rmmuch charicy gg inallmens breifts as to 
encline, ther yo hep and relieve one 


another in _o—_— &'3. 
ſhoald well: j | 


” believe. all tho __ gn 
Parties would greatly re 
lertled on ſo mu 
which,fox ſome we yearn lo 
TE ral he i = Fes 

eve: e. their King and 
their would be very much pleaſed, 
and heartily glad ro. ſee us 4 but to that 
degree -of loye and. friendſhip , civility and 
good neighturhood. in which we were be- 
fore-this Curſed Popiſh Plot broke out,the dil- 


covery 


[49] | 
covery whereof ( ill a uſe have we madeof 
- that Providence | )- Lay rc Tt 

al 


judgs k - 
Our aft ad abbes the great Governpus of 
=_ World ſhould ——— yo 
cable Sentence pon w,;tyþhac re- 
trieveus from ruine) ous. facet and mottefle- 
Qtiial remedy is 'Moderarion,- which: Ilhave 
propounded and-explained w-you2. upon the 
nepleR. or pratics_whereof, publick happineſs 
or miſety doth ;i And now {wills 
briefly as1can, diſcover flow irconduces tochis 
reatend. And firſt, Let us {ce what ous.pre- 
Eee Caſe is, and from what caules our danger 
and confuſion (prin s, and them hovy: a ace 
tion will be our refuge:and our cure; -:!-3-. 

1. Hay down this as a certainzruth,, which 
Scripture; reaſon, and the experience of all A- 
pes confirms, That a Angdam: idea ic 
fef cannot ſtand. + 

2. Which Rs: + the bun,: —_ ad 

| ſights ee :We of this Nation are/miſerably 
broken in'pietes, and divitled: C_ 
D 2 : 


eo] 
.ther; We are.crumbled into many SeQs'and 
FaRtions, which bave every one diſtin Princi- 
ples-and/priyate Licercſts and Defarogs £anry 
ori,- which aniniate them: one againſt ancther, 
_ the Church of &y England, whole 
Sag poke yan i PRE WTR 

fo t dhe 
! apa _ countenanc'd by 
dela of: 


AER for ranged, granced, which L wiſh wich 
tart eane Yeene pos Fug; mus; though, Its, £00 
ly hh be deeds Tha ous, open 
and:Animoſities:were never at.a higher pitch, 

never; wicxe; rhens{avinds, more. .exalperated, 
any mare inflamed, and the whole 
giv AcSreater: zi than now in this 


Age. The are dreadful ſymptoms 
indications. of approaching ruine, which 
4{A4cimelyſtop-be fot pu coir) will ere, long 
overtake us::/: wa ys 21 expedient therefore 
itan be. propounded, which under God will 
certainly leflet and deſtroy thele Diviſions, and 
Es) a pe \pyt.,us In a fair way of 
accommod our differences, . which. we are 
Tat #54008 ought to be heartily embra- 
cet by-all good Orſay, all 'g00d Subjects 

-and Ant » | Ly- W love , either 
, 6b | God, 
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God, their King, or their Gountry.. Now as 
to the: caules from whenceour diviſions and a- 

;mofities proceed, though many: may be af: 

ned, yet:L {hall mention only theſe three : 
- Firſt, Men's not- ſubmitting their Opinions 
£9 3.calm Debate. .in- theie, converſe with each 
there rhe beyond 
- Secondly, Mi ng their zeal upon tri- 
fling and unworthy Objects. . 

Th Which. follows: from the former, 

Thele, have a mighty influence upon onr 
preſent Diviſions, they both beger and cheriſh 
Feuds among; us ; and theſe, Moderation will 
efle&ually remove and deftroy.. + : 

Firſt, Moderation will qualifie and” fic us 
for mutual Converſe and Society, and make us 
ealie in one anothers Company, | beget in us 
kind affections and candid thoughts one of an« 
other, though we do differ upon the account 
of our Principles and Opinions. By this 
means we ſhall have an opportunity of reCtis 
fying one anothers judgments, of examini 
and diſcuſſing the nature andtruth of the ſeve- 
ral opinions we hold. There are a great ma- 
ny pe s pals for currant Truths, only for 
want of examination. There are a great 
many 


[ 22 ] 
und Seriſh, cums Fro ught 
-if men could be bro 

oy ri with coolneſs. + They are kept 
alive purely by heat and fierceneſs : ' Like In- 
ſeats produced and fomented in G_—_—_ 
h fome ro one wy 

have heard, e and pi 
a. thereupon entertained and roar 
their breaſts one againſtanother 3/ and this paſ- 
ſion magnifies at x great rate when they are a- 
part ; talk with either of chem, and you will 
hear of great affronts and indignities, . never 
was any man fo dirtily and uſed 2 -arid 
yet really when they have met and conferr'd to- 
gether, iunt Montes , there appears little 
cauſe of anger at all, nothing that deſerves to 
be ſo: heinoufly reſented. It's Diſtance that 
makes ſome things look terrible. Alas! if 
men would come near one another, and en- 
quire calmly into matters, they would find a 
many things which are called by ill and 
names, to'be but a kind' of Scare-Crows 
in Religion, which keep us from embracing 
truth, chey are innocent tind harmleſs in therti- 
ſelves, though they appear in'a — 
drels. 
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dreſs., What ſome men eſteem great falſhoods, 
and: cal} Toryilm andPopery, aze: really as true 
as Goſpel, - Now when men bave: been nurſed 
up in. errour, and imbibed Prejudices againlt 
fome chings with their Mothers milk, and been 
caught to hate names without any knowledge 
of: the nature of things, it's impoſſible ever 10 
reQifhe their judgments, or convince thera of 
their errours, bur. by the help.of Moderation. 
For _—_ _ they ena — to hear a- 

thi id againſt their way ; or if they will 
dur. lo far as to ym into kGrade, 
the debace is with {o much noi and 
clmour,: hear bncernels,, that they ufu- 
ally part greater enemies than they met ; the 
cell is oaly chis, they are more averle and e- 
ſtranged. in their minds and affeftions. one from 
anather than-chey- were. befare, a-grear deal of 
frethi matcer for anger and wrath is ſtarted, and 
they are farther from conviction than ever. 
For-paſfion cither incapacitares men for the uſe 
of: their. reaſon ;/ and fuch Arguments as are 
proper and fit to be urged in order to convicti- 
on, or keeps men from attending to them when 
they are offered, ordeads the force and effica- 
cy of them. It's only Moderation that gives 
us the tage of coming up cloſe to one 
another, 


[24] 
another, of looking into mens minds , and 
viewing their-opinions oriall ſides ; it's this that 
diſpoles for mutual convittion, that enables us 
ro invent the beſt Arguments, and uſe them to 
the beſt purpoſe ; that furniſhes us with all the 
wiſe arts of infinuation, and renders them ſuc- 
ceſsful ; that gives a reliſh and ſweetneſs to our 
diſcourſes, and all the advantages we can de- 
fire over an enemy to captivate his judgmenc 
and affeftions to truth, and' bring him to our 
| fide: And if men were poſleſs'd of this tem- 
; per, a great deal of variance and ſtrife would 
vaniſh, and peace and concord! would every 
where much more appear-than it doth at pres 
ſent. 

Secondly, Another cauſe of our preſent diſ- 
order and confuſton, our heats andanimoſities, 
is amiſplac'd'zeal. When-the zeab of + menis 
ill placed, upon undue and unworthy objects; 
it's generally ill natur'd and miſchievous, and 
renders men very troubleſom to, and un for 
Society. Men of different Opinions and'Par- 
ties do agree almoſt univerſally in this, They 
are mighty zealous and earneſt abour the Cir- 
cumſtantials, Rites and Appendages of Religi- 
on ; but are very careleſs and n ligent-about 
the knowledge and practice of th Duries 

| wherein 
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wherein the ſoul and ſubſtance of Religion 
do conſiſt. How highly are they con- 
cerned , and with what eagerneſs do they 
contend for Mint, Cummin, Meats, Drinks, 
times, poſtures, habits, and ſuch external 
forms and Modes of Worſhip : but as for a 
ſincere hearty love of God and goodnels, for 
worſhipping of him with pure hearts, heavenly 
afſetions, A righteouſneſs and peace; juſtice 
and miercy, truth and fidelity, meekneſs and 
humility, brotherly kindneſs and charity to all 
men , contentednels and reſignation of our 
wills to Gods, a governable teachable frame 
of mind; and ſuch like Graces and vertuous 
diſpoſitions ? how regardleſs are men general- 
ly of them? they are little in the thoughts, 


and leſs in the lives, of thoſe who make peat Matth. x. 4. 
profeſſions of p__ ; and = the whole, to ver. 13. 


the eſſence of Religion conliſts in theſe fore- 
mentioned Duries, and ſuch like. Now when 22. 


men generally live in the neglect of theſe Du- Rom. 14- 


Kyo 19, 18, 
ties, theſe _—_ matters of the Law, and 1 Cor. is. 
in the open violation of them, and yet are ve- 2Pet. 1. 5: 


ry zealous in other trifling circumſtances of 
Religion, which do not of themſelves com- 
mend us to God, it is impoſſible bur that our 
animoſities ſhould encreaſe, our breaches wi- 

E den, 


James 4-1. 
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den, and miſery break in upon us like a deluge. 
Thoſe men thart live, under the tyranny of their 
unruly, laſts, chac, are /en{ayed co their ſenſual 
appetites,, will cauſe - trouble and diſorder 
whereſoeyer they .come : Troubleſome men 
will mak- che times. groubleſome too wherein 


they live : Magiſtrates wall. find ic a very diffiy 


cult matter to govern thoſe men by Law, 
who will not be.governed by reaſon. _ Every 
Vice doth ſome way. or other, either. jo its;na- 
cure, or efle&s, and confequences,' reach, and 
prejudice the publick, and makea man unfit 
for ſaciety : And therefore where men are ge- 
nerally wicked, there the publick- is'in great 


danger of being tora in-pieces by violent and 


unreaſonable men : ſo many wicked 'men as 
youcan reckon up. in, a Kingdom, ſo man 

Banditi againſt the Goyerament, and oublict. 
peace. . [The peace and happinels of a Nati- 
on. certainly ebbs and flows according to the 
righteouſneſs or iniquicy of its Inhabitants. 
Whence come wars and fightings (or contentions) 
among you, laith St, James, come they . not hence, 
even of your luſts that war in your members ? All 
thele open tumults, diſprders and contentions 
that' ate among us are derived from this ſc- 
cret ſpring, from our own caraal hearts ; our 


buſtling, 
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buſtling , our fierce and fiery zeal for Reli- 
gion, proceeds from the want of it. For the 
Religion that is from above, ſaith the ſame Di- 


vine Author, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, james 3.19. 


and eaſie to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruts, 
without partiality, without hypocrifie. So that when 
a War commences - between mens luſts and 


their reaſon, when the Law in their members wars Rom. ». 25. 


againſt the Law of their minds, and brings them into 
captivity to the Law of fm; theſe Domeſtick 
jarrs will embroil the Society wherein they live, 
and nothing can put a full and happy end to 
thoſe diſcords and diſorders that will ariſe, bur 
a general reformation of their hearts and lives. 
For lo long as the Members of any Society are 
deſtitute of all thoſe Graces which naturally 
trend to beget and promote love and good will, 
peace” and concord, and on the contrary fo 
long as: they live under the influence of thoſe 
Tons , and in the practice of thoſe vices 
which naturally tend to promote ſtrife and dil- 
cord, there can be no hopes of ever ſeeing 
peaceable and quiet rimes. Now all this natu- 
rally follows from zeal miſplaced, which en- 
ages men in hot and eager conteſts abour tri- 
Le and takes them off from + intending and 
purfuing the ſolid and ſubſtantial parts of Re- 


E 2 ligion, 
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ligion, and renders them careleſs of, and un- 
concerned about things of greateſt worth and 
moment. For by this means in ſome trad of 
time the very ſpirit and life of Religion will e- 
vaporate wy expire, and nothing but Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſs , or Superſticion, Enthuſ1- 
aſm and formal Hypocriſie, will ſucceed. 
The more ut abounds, the more will 
mens guilr and fears multiply ; and this.will 
make them the more formal and Ceremonious, 
pur them upon the ſtudy and invention of eaſe 
and cheap methods of attaining the favour of 
God, and a future happineſs, of compound- 
ing the great Debt they have contracted witch 
him, and ſupplying the defect of inward good- 
neſs by outward Rites, and (as they phraſe it) 
purer ways of Worſhip. I will acquaint you 
with a ſerious and ſad truth : We may ruine 
Chriſtian Religion, though we never embrace 
Popery ; and I am ſorry I have fo familiar and 
lively an inſtanceto offer. What think you of 
a numerous Sect called Quakers ? How miſe- 
rably are they lapſed and degenerated from 
the truth and purity of Chriſtian Religion, 
and that in a Land where the Goſpel ſhines 
with the cleareſt light that ever it did ſince the 
Apoltles Age! Or if ye'pleaſe to look abroad, 


what 


| 
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what ſay ye to the Greek Church, once the /id. Mr. 
Glory of the Earth, and chaſe ofthe Greek'Com- wr x 
munion, which far number-exceed thoſe'of the p. 170. 3- 
Romiſh Religion (according to the compurari- 79"s -' 
on of the-Learned Brerewood excepting the Fo- rians hy 
reign Purchaſes Rome bath made inthe Zaft and Zeebicer, 
Weſt-Indies' > Her Glory :is eclipſed /and dver=g;,an, c;r- 
ſpread with Clouds yr Sri) and errour ; <4 _—e 
they are ſunk into Barbariſm, and have adulte- their 1 irur- 
rated the purity of Chriſtian' Worſhip' wich a-gies in the 
great many Superſtitious and | Heathenifh mix Tous... 
cures; and yer they ſtand in defiance of the And the 
Pope, deny his Supremacy, repute 'him and or pd 
his Church Schiſmaticks , and exclude theni'which per- 
from their Communion: And (which'1 deſireform them 
may be remarked) if we look back and trace = 
out the Cauſes of theſe dire effefts, and enquire Toreue. 
by what means that once illuſtrious Church 
hath been reduced to'this doletul, ſqualid';con- 
dition, in which She at preſent lyes, we ſhall 
find their. own inteſtine Broils and Diviſions co 
be the chief. o, o3 ol) ral! 6 mt 2049007 

If we would therefore at once preſerve the 
| beauty and the purity of our Fairh, and pre- 
vent not only the corruption but the ruine of 
our moſt excellent Religion, we muſt make ir 


our buſineſs to abound in the pratice of this 


Vertue 


[39] 


Vertue-of Moderation , which is pallets 


-"** concerned:.im4the- regulation of 'our 


Thiswill ceach-us to place it where it ſhould - 
—_— upon.thole craths which art in 

ves: weighty, upon thoſe obje&ts thar 
aregeally. honourable, and worthy, to purſue 
and; pramate'the xf[enrial Parts.and Duries of 
Religion with confidence and love, ro owne 
them with joy and courage, to value our felyes 
; - And; others |\chiefly- upoti-them , and highly 


---concerit;,our-{elves:.in the! defence of them. 


And altthoſe other matters abour which we 
ſo-fercely now contend, will appear of little 
. weight:and-value, they. will fall of themſelves 
-whert, 6nce- it appears that they: are riot worth 
_ ſtriving for, nor deſerve to be purſued with ca- 
getneſs;and devotion. We ſhall be aſhamed 
to, think - that we have been concerned” for 
things much beyond their value and' impor- 
rance.- It's notamiſs im a Child to cry and 
take on for a Rattle; but 'tis moſt ſhameful and 
ridiculous in a Man ſo to do. When once we 
come. to [ce the beauty of holineſs, 'to under- 
ſtand ' what we ought chiefly ro mind and e- 
ſteem, to be heartily in love with ſolid good- 
neſs, we ſhall heartily love and yalue one ano- 
ther chiefly. for goodneſs 'fake, and then mat- 


cers 
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rers of little import | will break no friendſhip. 
Though we do difies from one- another 'upon 
the *account of ſeveral opinions; :yet'if;a'(in- 
cere and unaffected piery: appear. among ts, 
chis will oucweigh all other conſiderations and 
[cauſes of. diſlike... This -would\ſoattta& our 
-eyes, ſo retain and engaþe our hearts: and aftt- 
tions, thar nothing elſe could ever bribe us off 
and divide us. . Variery of opinions about 0- 
ther matters - (when-the: main *of | Religion 'is 
ſecured) will- not - only furniſh out. dilcourle, 
but like foils ſer it off roo 3 'and we ſhall be no 
more diſpleaſed that we differ/ in .our minds, 
chan becxule we differ'in our' faces... And. this 
leads meto the rhirdandilaft Particalar.”/- 41.74 

* Thirdly, Moderation will concribuce to-our 
Peace and (ertlement, by teaching us-to main- 
tain our ſeveral Opinions with temper, ſobriery 
and gentleneſs; and abating: bf that:headinels 
and ſtiffnels which every where reigns in men 
of different Perſwafions, hereby we ſhalb be 
diſpoſed for the knowledge and entertainment 
of trath on what ſide foever iclyes/ '/ A great 
many differences are occafioned and kepr up 
purely by the fond and overweening conceits of 
men abont the truth and neceffiry-of their par- 
ticular Tenenrs : their confidens belief —_ 
0 


Luke IF. 9s 


a 
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of flows not ſo much from reaſon as fancy. 
And this begets in them eager appetites to ſuch 
chings' as they conceive to be true. Now 
Moderation will qualifie and regulate thoſe 
two faculties of the ſenſitive ſoul, the Fan- 
cy and: the, Appetite, which are: very apt to 
hinder- us from the knowledge of truth, un- 
leſs they be well and rightly diſpoſed, and 
put men upon the uſe of their reaſon ; and 
then a great many Opinions which now 
ſeem ſo clear to us, that we eſteem ir folly in 
any to-oppoſe them ; and ſo neceſlary, that 
we can't part with them without parting with 
ourSouls and our Religion ; will appear quite 
otherwiſe, and their Owners by degrees will be- 
come pliant and docile, who "4 were ob- 
ſtinate in their way. For ſeveral Opinions 
which are eſteemed Do&trines of God and 
Chriſt, /are really no other than. the whimſies 
and inventions of men, which they have ado- 
pted ints the Chriſtian Religion, railed to an 
equal value, and made of equal neceſſity with 
the Laws of /our Saviour... Which is a very 
heinous fin, and was ſmartly reprehended by 
our Lord in the Phariſees, and the very Root 
of; that; abominable :thing - called Popery. 
Moderation therefore as it will enable us-to diſ- 
cern 


_ 
cern our errours, and diſpoſe us to: relinquiſh 
them when diſcerned ; fo upon a diſcovery-of 
any one miſtake in a Point which we were 
once fond and confident of, it will create a ful- 
picion and jealouſie in us of all other Points 
which we have not examined by Scripture and 
Reaſon. And by that looſenels of mind, and in- 
differency of affetion to ſuch chings which will 
follow hereupon, we ſhall be in a fait way to 
- Peaceand Unity. But, onthe other fide, what 
the leaſt hopes or proſpect can we have of peace- 
able and quiet times, of Union and Concord, 
ſo long as men are of ſuch a temper, that all 
they believe and ſay is Goſpel; ſo long as they 
are eager and- vehement in maintaining and 
impoſing their ſeveral Opinions upon each 0- 
ther as neceſſary to ſalvation ; ſo long as every 
man carries a Pope in his Belly, and lays claim 
to Infallibility ; ſo long as men do not ca 
reachable minds about them, will not Camels 
they may be in the wrong, and are very wroth 
and boifterous with all that go about to con- 
vince them ; I am ſure nothing can ariſe from 
hence, but emulation and ftrife, hereſie and 
ſchiſm in the Church, faftion and fedition in 
the State. For ſuch a temper will biaſs and 
influence men in Civil, as well as Rey At- 
F airs, 
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| SODAS in hp 4609 29nd 
' no Proof. So that unleſs we clear our 
ſelves from this malignant qualicy, which ac 
preſent ſo diſquiets the Nation, our common 
Enemics may now fit down and be quiet, and 
with leſs danger to chemſclves, and more cre- 
dic to their Religion, {ce us bite and devour 
one another, and expett a fatal blow to the 
Proteſtant Religioti from the hands of thoſe 
who zealouſly contend for its preſeryation. 
They are Fools if they venture their Necks 
and Eſtates, as our _ n__ ſtands, ro 
ing in Popery ; no, let them-but keep Pro- 
—_— variance, foment our Diviſions, im- 
prove our animoſities, and by ſuch heats their 
Hay will make it ſelf,” and their work will be 
effeually done to their hands, if they will have 
but. patience. This is a ſly and ſure way to 
mpalſstheir long deſired ends, though nor ſo 
quick a way as that of Gunpowder ; and by 
this they may make their Plot take in our 
hands, which miſcarried in theirs. I will con- 
clude all with this Remark, We may and ſhall 
(if we do not timely cake up) bring in Popery 
by a heady, extravagant zeal againſt it ; and 
ruine and inflave our ſelves by our fierce and 
paſſionate 'comentions for Liberty , Prapency 
Ks 1 
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and Safety. I pray God of his infinite mercy 
make us to know in this our day the things that 
belong to our Peace. 

Nothing now remains but to make ſome 
Application of all this Diſcourſe , and ſhew 
what good Uſes may be made of it ; and thoſe 
I will reduceto two Heads, 1. Of Infe- 
rence, 2. Of Advice. And 

1. I inferr from what hath been faid con- 
cerning the natare of Moderation, That the 
generaliry of men among us are greatly miſta- 
ken in their Senſe and Notion of it. The 
common Notion of it is very falſe and defe- 
Rive, both in its Nature and Extent, And 1 
am heartily glad of this opportunity of confu- 
ing and reproving a popular Errour, which 
reflects much upon che excellent Con- 
ſtirution of our Church, and whereby the 
Credit and Reputation of all Her Mengbers, e- 
ſpecially che Clergy, are ſo nearly touch'd and 
' concern'd. That I may do this with all 
cleameſs and ſtrength, I will crave leave to re- 
peat here the Notion which I gave of this Ver- 
tue in the foregoing Diſcourſe : Moderation is 
a Vertue that teaches and inables us in all mat- 
ters of Conteſt and Controverlie, to maintain 
and aſſert onr Principles and Opinions, whole 
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Truth we are perſwaded of, with Temper. ' 

Now the common' Notion that men have 
entertained of. Moderation or a Moderate 
Man, is very wide and different from this, both 
in its Nature and-Extent. | 

Firſt, As to its Nature. For by a Moderate 
Man conſidered in a Lay-Capacity, is coms 
monly underſtood, One who will frequent 
the Publick Churches, and Conventicles too ; 
one who will ſeem devout at Divine Service, - 
and appear for the Church of - England on a 
Sunday, and the other fix Days work hard a- 

inſt it ; one who talks much of Union and 
wiſhes for it, but/yet ſees no harm at all in 
Schiſm-; one who thinks he doth God good 
Service, and takes a good courſe to promote 
Peace, by frequenting unlawful Meetings, and 
yet he is clearly too for the Religion eſta- 
bliſh'd byLaw ; one who is in with all Parties, 
and vigorouſly affiſts them in all their Deſigns 
againſt the Government, but yet crys, God 
forbid that there ſhould be any Alteration in it : 
one who looks upon the Biſhops as neceſflary 


Evils, and the Ceremonies as heavy intolera- 
ble Yokes, under which their Necks and Con- 
{ſciences ake and groan ; and had much rather 
be-withourt them all, if he could, though at 


the 
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the ſame time he profeſſes himſelf, and would 
be thought to be a Son of the Church of * Eng» 
land. And the truth of it is, theſe are Mode- 
rate Church-men in one ſenſe, that is, they have 
a very Moderate Eſteem of, and a very Mo- 
derate Love for that Church, in» whoſe Com» 
munion they pretend to live, and refolye to 
dye, {o long as She is up : - Bur if She were 
down, they could contentedly enough ſurvive 
her ruine, and perhaps they might live the 
longer. This is a juſt and true Chara&ter of a 
Moderate Man as the World now goes. I af- 
ſure you this is no Fiftion of mine, it's not the 
Creature of my own fancy ; but matter of 
Fa&, vilible to every Eye, and confirmed by 
daily Experience. Now this Moderation is {o- 
far "ua being a Vertue, that it's the quite con» 
trary, a great Vice, and of very. miſchievous 
conſequence to the Publick. Moderation, as ir 
is' a Vertue, teaches a matt to. maintain his 
Principles. and Opinions, whoſe truth. he is 
perſwaded of, with Temper ; but this either 
leads to Scepticiſm, creates in men looſe and va- 
grant minds, ated by noſteddy and fix'd Prin- 
ciples, renders them indifferent to, and uncon- 
cerned abour all truths, careleſs whether any. 
thing be certain andeſtabliſh'd or no : Or elle 
(which: 


[38 ] 
(which 'is as bad or worſe, a moſt indecent 
and unreaſonable thing) teaches them to a& 
contrary to their Principles and Profeſſion, and 
the inward perfwaſion of their minds. And 
then as to that good temper wherewith a Mo- 
derate man ought to'manage all Debares, that's 
not at all conſidered in the common acceptati- 
on of the Phraſe ; for by how much the more 
fiercely and vehemently any man ſtands up 
for Toleration, Liberty of Conſcience and Fa- 
naticiim; by ſo much he is accounted the 
more moderate, provided he be but very cold 
and remiſs in aflerting the Canſe of the Church 
whereof he profeffes himſelf a Member. 

Thar this kind of men a& againſt their 
Confciences, - or the inward per{waſions of 
their mind, I think is no diftkcult matter to 
prove ; for really a moderace man in the com- 
mon Notion, if examined, is bur a ſoker 
Phraſe for a Knave: For it's ſuppoſed that their 
Conlciences are very uneafie inthe uſe of thoſe 
Ceremonies that are eſtabliſhed by Law : And 
this uneaſinels in the Conſcience of a Moderate 
Church-man in the Caſe of Ceremonies impo- 
ſed on him by Authority, can ariſe from no- 
thing elſe bur the nature of ſuch Ceremonies, 
as being unlawful in themſelyes, and finful in 
their 
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their uſe ; for as to the number, that can't poſ- 
Gbly prove heavy and burthenſom to them. 
To make the moſt of them, there are bur ſix. 
in all, notwithſtanding the great noiſe and 
clamour that hath been made, as if there were 
Cart-Loads; Bowing at the Name of Jeſus, 
Kneeling at the Sacramenc, Ring at Marriage, 
Godfathersand Godmothers, Croſs in Baptiſm 
and the Surplice : though properly ſpeaking, 
there are not ſo many ; and the two laſt, the 
Laity are no farther concerned in than to ſee 
them performed by the Clergy. I am ſure 
the Church hath been very moderate in enjoin- 
ing Ceremonies, they are vary few in number, 
very grave, decent, ſignificant, edifying in 
their nature and uſe ; they are no. incum- 
brances or incroachments upon-Chriſtian Re- 
ligion or Chriftian Liberty ; but helps and. or- 
naments of Devotion ; they are not -inconiſi- 
tent with, or contradictory to any Law of 
Reaſon, any Law or Rule of the Goſpel, any 
Article of our Faith, any part of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, or the practice of the Univerſal 
Church in the farſt and pureſt Ages; and there- 
fore that man who is ſo skittiſh as notto- endure 
either the ſight or weight of them, bur ſtarts 
and groans every time he comes to Church or 
a Chriſtning, 
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a Chriſtning, is a perſon of-more. mettle than 
judgment, and endued with a: great ſhare'of 
the Vice of Moderation, but little or none of 
the Vertue. In ſhort, Moderate men in the 
vulgar and ill ſenſe are fo far from contributing 
any thing towards the compoling of our pre- 
ſent Differences , that they create, keep up 
and credit our Diviſions , they are falſe and 
treacherous friends to that {ide they. profels to 
be of ; for they really weaken the Church of 
England, while they ſeem to ſtrengthen her 
hands. I am ſure they have cauſed one freſh 
Diviſion amongſt us, and occaſioned a new 
and invidious diftinftion. It's upon. the ac- 
count of theſe kind of Moderate Church-men 
that the: Church is ſet up againſt the King and 
the State, and there is, now a Court and a 
Church--of . England; as well as a Court and a 
Church of Rome. lo- 230: 
As for the Clergy, the common Notion of 
a moderate Miniſter is this: One who will 
marry upon occaſion without the Ring,  Chri- 
ſen without the Croſs, Godfathers and: God- 
mothers, in complyance with weak and tender 
Conſciences, Give the Sacrament Kneeling or 
Sitting or Standing, Bury with an Exhortation 
'of hisown, permit a man to convey his Dead 
into 
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into the Grave, without any Common-Prayer 
at all ; one that will be out of che way, and 
in the way, as men pleale, how will ; 
one that will comply with the humours and 
fancies of, -all Parties , and- oblige chem by 
condeſcentions of this nature. Aandif this be 
Moderation, the old Vicar of Bray was the 
moſt moderate man that ever breathed. How 
this Notion came to obtain in the World, or 
what gave it birth, I know not. 1 do believe 
there never was a more regular, 2nd (if it may 
not be thought a reproach) a more loyal Cler- 
gy, take them all rogether throughout England, 
than now in this Age, and more particularly 
than are now fixed and concerned in and a- 
bout this great City, I declare I am not ac- 
quainted with any of the maderate men, nor 
can I of my own knowledge accuſe any Mi- 
niſter wharſoever : All that I ſhall ſay upon 
this Point is, That if there be any ſuch, I am 
very ſorry for them ; and that I don't under- 
ſtand by what Principles their Conſciences are 
uided; and that if I ſhould humour any per- 
aker the forementioned rate, I ſhould think 

my {elf a very diſhoneſt man : which liberty 
[ fuppole every man will allow me to take and 
uſe with my ſelf without the leaſt offence to 
G others. 
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others. The” Reaſ6ns* why T ſhould think fo 
ill of my ſelf are theſe Out/Church is incor- 
porated.- into the State, and the Ceremonies re- 
lating to Chriſtnings, Marriages, Sacrament, 
&c. are eſtabliſhed by Law, »and the conſtanr 
uſe of them enjoined by an”A&, incituled, 
An AFt for the Uniſormity of Publick Prayers," and 
other Rites and Ceremonies : which is ſet before 
the Book of Common-Prayer, : that every man, 
may underftand fiis Duty,: and. by what: Au- 
thority it's impoſed. . Now I infer trom hence, 
Thar it's not inthe power of any private per- 
ſon in any- Caſe whatſoever to diſpenſe with. 
rhe obligation of this A&t, as to the ule of 
thoſe things enjoined in ir-: For: if after ſuch a 
Law made, every man might ule or. not uſe 
the Ceremonies at his pleaſure, the whole de- 
ſign of ir would have been fruſtrated and of 
none effe&t. -Inſtead of Uniformity, nothing 
but diſorder and confuſion - would follow. 
That no Miniſter can diſpenſe with himſelf as 
tothe obſervance or non-obſervance of theſe 
Ceremonies, will evidently appear from: that 
f-curity which the Publick requires them to 
give of their good behaviour and Conformity 
ro what is eſtabliſhed by Law ;, and from the 
tenſe and opinion both of His Majeſty and the 
| | Honourable: 
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- Honourable Houſe of Commons. Every.Mini- 
ſer at his firſt admittance into ſacred Orders, 


ſubſcribes to this Article, That the Book of Com: 


Miniſter upon his promotion to ;any Ecclefia- 
ſical Preferment is obliged, publickly in the 
face of the Congregation, on ſome Lord's 
Day, to declare his unfeigned Aﬀent and Con- 
ſent to the uſe of all figs in the Book of 
Common-Prayer contained and preſcribed : 

And the end of this Solema Declaration is 
there ſpecified, to 'wit, That Uniformity in -the 
publick Worſhip of God may be effefted. Third- 
ly, Every Miniſter takes-an Oath whereby he 


bars himſelf ro obey, his Diocelan in. all 
a) w.gnd hoaeſtelings And .Gal el ann 


a us punQually: to a RITA and Ce- 
FRmaf by Jeometblihodsr , Fquxbly; nfo 0 
make all, a and prevent all; exalips. tha 
may ih occaſioned: by nice dill abou 
G 2 the 
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mon«Prayer, andof Ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts and **1 3* 54 
Deacans , containeth im it nathmg . contrary. to. the 
Word of God ; and that it may be lawfully uſed, and 
that he himſelf will. uſe the Form. in. the | ſaid Book 
preſcribed, in, Publick Prayer, . and Adnuniſtration. of 
the Sacraments, and no other. . Secondly, Every See the Att 


of Unifor- 


mity. 
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the forct and obligation of hittane Laws; I 
- briefly ſhew that there: is noroom for E- 
and Moderation here in this Cafe. For 
tif with reſpeCt to Law conſiſts in fup- 
plying thar by tight Reafon which is not pro- 
vided for by Joe of the Wrinen-Law, in 
fuch Caſes as the Law-giver {could he have 
foreſeen) would have provided for; but in the 
Cafe before us, there is nothing but what the 
Law:giver did foreſee, and provide againſt. 
For theſe are the expres words of the A& : 
Now m regttd that nothmg canduceth more to the 
fetloms of rhe Peace of this Nation (which is deſired 
of fl 90d Wy nar to the bontur of onr Religion, 
and the prop , than an al 
ment in ay Slick Worſhip of Amighty God ; and 
ty the intent that every perſon we Foro thes Realn may 
terrainly know the Rule to which he is to conform in 
publick Worſhip , ail Adbminiftrarion of Sacra- 
ents, Und other Rites pork oe roregh om the Church 
of . et: Ko iEentified by ſt 
DDE ene 
; nf Tedporil, and 
* Cofino, "#0 hrs av ores ofira 1 XG 
"And thet'this wasthe 'neketi Tenſe and 'troe'm- 
zene of the Litwogver, receives further con- 
"Frniati6h Rom the Ptcimblero the AR, which 
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you may conſult at your leiſure; and from 
chat Declaration His Majeſty made, 1662. of 
His reſolution to maintain the AQ of Unifor- 
mity, and the Thanks and Advice of the whole 
Houſe of Commons returned . thereupon ; 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That # be y,, ;,; 
preſented to the Kings H/ajeſty as the bumble Advice 25. 1662. 
of this , That no i e be granted to the 


Diſſenters from the A# formaty. This was 
not a ſudden — the effe& of ma- 
ture deliberation, and prudent forecaſt ; and 
back'd with ſtrong and weighty Reaſons. 
Secing chen the Senſe and Letter of the Law 
is fo expreſs and clear, the intent and deſign of 
the Lawgiver ſo evident, ſeeing We Mini- 
ſters have by private Subſcriptions and Promi- 
ies, by open Declarations, and folemn Oaths 
to our Dioceſan, obliged our ſelves tothe con- 
ſtant uſe of the Ceremonies eſtabliſhed by 
Law.; 1 infer, That noching leks than firict- 
nels and; txactnels of Duty, and 2 conftanc 
clo Cooformity isrequaed at our hands, and 
that norman candilpenie with hwnlelt, and re- 
lax the Lawintns Cale. Fromifuch a Mode» 
ration therefore as fhall qualifie and diſpoſe me 
to break laole from all rheſe Obligations, to 
gratifie the ilefires :ot any perſon —_— 
Goo 


1 Cor. 10. 
32, 
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Good Lord deliver me; I allow that all thoſe 
who diſſent from the Church, are inticuled to 
gentle language, courteous and civil behayis - | 
our on” our {ides,” That We ought to compl 

with: weak minds and tender Conſciences, pl 


. far as We lawfully and innocently may, in or- 


der to their conyiction, and the bringing them 
over to: the Church. I ought to give no juſt 
occaſion of. offence to hole who differ from 
me ; but to be fo careful and tender of a Dil- 
ſenter, as for his ſake to proſtitute my Con- 
{cience, break my Faith with God and man, 
be falſe and perfidious to that Church whereof 
1 am a Member in order to bring another 0- 
ver to it, is ſuch a piece of civility as I can- 
not underſtand, nor ſhall ever practiſe. I am 
for the Apoſtles Rule, Give none offence, neither 
to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to.the Church of 
God. I am ſure, compliance in Miniſters con- 
trary to the forementioned. Obligations would 
be extremely: prejudicial» and” miſchievous to 
the Churchs: For ſuch-prattices1ovoald be'a 
Libel-upon the' Canſtiturion of:ir, -they would 
beger ill opinions in the minds/:of 'men con- 
cerning, it, as: if She had [no regard 26 tender 
Conſciences, that.her Laws:were rigorous;and 
ſood\in need-of: mitigation and-4baremennrs ; 


and 
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and then they? would. incroducea 'Schilax into 
the bowels of the'Charchy, and: lay a founda- 
tion for perpetual. ſeuds:'and difturbances-: 
For the multitude would: quickly canton us 
out! into men worthy., .or worthy men, 
Tantivies, Tories, Popiſhly affefted, men ri- 
ding poſt ro Rome, or into men of moderate, 
fweet, peaceable, Chriſtian ſpirits, according 
as we comply with, - or reject ſuch motions as 
they make us about theſe matters. I confeſs if 
we were left at liberty to ufe, or not uſe theſe 
Ceremonies , and. out of humour, crofineſs, 
-ptite, felf-conceic, ſpite and revenge, would 
not condeſcend to the requeſts of any Pariſh- 
ioner-to-'omit them, men might juſtly term 
us ill-natured, moroſe and churliſh. Burt ſince 
we ſtand obliged as we do, it would, to ſpeak 
modeſtly, be very rude and unmannerly on 
their partsto deſire it, and highly criminal and 
wicked in us to grant it. Methinks the bare 
relation of our caſe, ſhould ſtop any mans 
mouth who hath not put off all modeſty and 
conſcience himſelf, or thinks not that we have. 
I declare, I love Piety and goodnels in whom- 
ſoever they are found; I can, and do loye a 
meek , humble, peaceable, governable Dil- 
ſenter ;I can allow for a great many prejudices, 
miſtakes 
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miſtakes and opinions that aze confiſtent with 
probixy of mind, with juſtice, truth, charity 
ro men, with an unaffefted ſincere Piety to 
God. Give me the man that is honeſt, and 
conſtant to his principles and to what he pro- 
feſles, whatſoever party or perſyzafion he is 
of, he is much more valuable to me than he 
that plights his faith to the Church, "and gives 
all the ſecurity that can be taken for his Con- 
formity to it, and then after he bath wound 
himſelf into its Communion and preferments 
plays booty, and aft like a Non-Conformiſt. 
Thele are treacherous Friends that like Vipers 
prey upon the bowels of their mother, and be- 
tray her as Judas did our Lord with a kiſs. Of 
all ſorts of men the Non-Conforming Confor- 
miſts are the leaft to be valued, as moſt unht 
Secondly, Moderation in the vulgar ſenſe 
difters in the Extent of it, from that preſcribed 
here by the Apoſtle : Its only a Vertue on one 
ſide, and eſteemed a Vice in any but a Church- 
man. Moderate men run the fame Fate with 
Informers ; an information againſt an Epifco- 
pal man or a Malignant, heretofore, was a 
ſign of a Saint ; againſt a Diſſenter now js the 
certain fign of 2 Sinner. All the {everal par- 


ries 


[ 49 ] 


ties among us exact that of us which they will 
by no means practiſe themſelves. They are 
all tiff. and Rtour, and maintain their ſeveral 
Poſts reſolutely ; they won't ftir a foot, nor 
bate an-ace of cheir pretenſions. If any profeſt 
Diſlenter, and enrolled member of a Private 
Meeting ſhould frequent our publick Church- 
es, ſpeak kindly of our Liturgy, joyn with us 
in our Pablick Prayers, receive the Sacrament 
according -to the Church of- England, unleſs it 
be to qualifie him for an Office, and ſerve the 
Cauſe ; this would be: ſtiled lukewarmneſs, a 
looking: towards Rome, a hankering after the 
fleſh-pots of Egypt, a halting berween two opini- 
ons, between God and'Baal, an argument of 
a carnal mind, a decay in grace, and apoſta- 
fie from the Faith ; and with ſuch kind of op- 
probiousnames and characters do they ſtigma- 
tize'all who ſeern to be fayourably enclined to 
the Religion eſtabliſhed by Law : thart is, all 
that are moderate of their way, in their ſenſe 
of x Moderate Church-man. 

2. This ferves to reprove thoſe among us 
who fink and' damn all” thoſe that difler from 
them, who drink to- the confuſion of their 
fouls and bodies, and who {wear and heQor 
for the King and the Church. The beſt cauſe 
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in the world would pall and ſuffer in theſe 
mens hands. We had better a thouſand times 
be without, than with them. They can do 
us no good, but on the contrary entail miſ(- 
chief upon us. Theſe are our ſpots and ble» 
miſhes which afford juſt matter of ſcandal and 
grief to all ſober and pious minds. The moſt 
wicked and damnable deſigns have been al- 
ways maſqued with Religion : They pur on 
heavenly looks though they are derived from 
Hell : The Devil himſelf pa trans- 
forms himſelf into an ighr, in or- 
der to make his Plots take, ilm and Pro- 
phaneneſs, bare-faced and open Impiety never 
carried any cauſe, Seeing then that a bad 
caufe thrives and triumphs under the colours 
of Religion, how much more will a good one 
proſper in good mens hands. Sobriety there- 
fore and gentleneſs of temper and behaviour, 
will recommend us, and our good caule, to 
the embraces of others; it will win upon our 
enemies, leſlen their numbers, and increaſe 
ours; and which is more, engage God to 
ſtand by us, and fix him on ar; 5-4 I would 
therefore beſeech fuch men, for the ſake of 
God and Religion, and (leſt theſe ſhould be 
eſteemed weak motives) for the Kings ſake; 


for * 
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for whom they pretend a great venesation, 
either to leave of ſwearing and curſing for the 
King and the Church, or leave their ſide : 
ter chem turn male-contents and fugitives to 
their Enemies quarters. I am ſure we ſhall 
gain conſiderably by their abſence. Every 
wicked man is really (though not in the eyes 
of the Law). a TFraytor to the King and his 
intereſt. Let them talk and- ſwear never fo 
much for their Loyalty, I don't at all doubt 
= moft of thoſe that ſwear on his Majeſties 
fide, will ſwear off too, if the tide-fthonld turn, 
and their intereſts and: dependencies lye ano- 
ther way: Ilook upon fuch to be only a kind 
of State-Weathercocks, which tell us from what 
point the wind blows, and who hath the better 
of ir. Honour and the being too far enga- 
ged ro: come off fafely-may take ſome hold of 
forme men; bur I am fure nothing but Religion 
can effectually and infeparably fix a Sublect to 
his Prince, and that che moſt firm and inviolable 
bonds of Loyalty are derived from Conſcience. 
Such Huffs I am fure too will never ſtand by 
Religion or the Church, no more than by the 
King. For why ſhould: any man venture. his 
life and fortune & any one Religion who is in- | 
different to all, and careleſs whether there be 
any or none, H 2 And 
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And now in the laſt place, Right Honour- 
able, Right Worſhipful and Well-beloved, ſut- 
fer one word of Exhortation. 

I beſeech you all by the meekneſs and gen- 
tleneſs of Chriſt : for the honour 'of- Chriſtian 
Religion in general, the credit of that Church 
whereof ye are members, in particular ; for 
the ſake of the King; for:the fafery, | peace, 
and happineſs'of yaur Country; as good |Qhrj- 
ſtians, as true/fons 'of -rhe, Church; as Loyal 
Subjects, as true Engliſh:men'; be exemplary 
and remarkable for. thivexcellent- Virmne-of 
Moderation, /at all rimes;: upon: all occaſions 
of Controverſie,” whether: publick or- private, 
maintain your Loyalty and Principles, and all 
catiſes whoſe truth you are. perſwaded of, 
with calmneſs, with a cool gentle ſpirit, with 
courteous behaviour, and with courage and re- 
ſolution ; without remiflnels, ſordid neutrali- 
ty, ſinful compliances on the one hand ; with- 
out being fierce, furious and rigorous, on the 
other. I am fully of the opinion of an emi- 
nent Divine of our own in this particular : 
Moderation is one of the peculiar ornaments and ad- 
vantages of the excellent Conſtitution of our Church, 
and muſt at laſt be the temper of her Members, eſpe 
cially the Clergy, if ever we ſeriouſly intend the firm 
eſtabliſhment 
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eſtabliſhment of it. It's this temper that muſt 
and will render her great and glorious, and 
recommend her Doctrine and Diſcipline to 
all that differ from her. It's not roaring for 
| the Proteſtant Religion that will give it any 
ſupport or reputation. Such a carriage, on 
what fide ſo ever it is found, is a great blot - 
and diſparagement, whether it appear in thoſe 
who pretend to be our Friends, or are juſtly 
eſteemed our Enemies. 

I will conclude all with that ſeaſonable ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle St. Paul, Eph. 4. 31. which 
God grant we. may all follow : Let all bitter- 
neſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evils 
ſpeaking be put from you, with all malice ; and be ye 
kind one to another , tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another even as God for Chrifts ſake hath forgiven 
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